The most species-rich coastal staphylinid genus Cafius Stephens contains 45 species (Herman 2001 ) and many are found on the shores of the Pacific Ocean. They live in accumulations of decaying seaweed and are predators of other coastal invertebrates such as amphipods, larvae of seaweed flies, and so on (Topp & Ring 1988) . Cafius bistriatus (Erichson) is the only species occurring on both the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. It is hypothesized to have colonized the Atlantic from the Pacific (Frank et al. 1986) .
Along the Atlantic shores, C. bistriatus has been recorded from Canada (NewfoundlandNew Brunswick) and United States (Maine-Virginia, Florida). Frank et al. (1986) pointed out that the distribution of the species is closely linked to the association of drifted seaweeds such as brown algae. As Frank (1986) Baja California Sur, Sonora; USA: an isolated population on the shores of the Salton Sea, California, attributed here to the Gulf of California rather than the Pacific Ocean).
Records supporting this distribution, listed by country, are as follows: Blackwelder (1943)-Antigua and Barbuda (Antigua), Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada (Carriacou), Guadeloupe, Jamaica, Montserrat, Puerto Rico (including Mona), St. Kitts-Nevis (St. Kitts), St. Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago (both islands), US Virgin Islands (St. Croix, St. John, St. Thomas) [Despite allusion to this species existing in Cuba (Blackwelder 1943; Frank et al. 1986 ) the records were based on the species that Bierig (1934) 
